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Welcome to Crest Lnfant School

Thank Mo for syour interest in our school. Owr aim .ot Crest Inaw.n,t School is
for syour child to be happy .and thrive here, gaining the hest possible education

Wz,pl,am,gxza,tzm,p)mi&,on,ow partnership with parents .and carers .and
helieve that children w.ork hest when home .and school w.ork together. We .are
,p,r,o,ud, of our strong family ,abnﬂ/sp}wz and the ~very Aupportive parental

irwolvement we receive.

Owr children have a wide range of ahilities, talents .and needs and .as a
Achool we strive to nurture these fully so that each child .achieves their full
potential. They have .a ~voice through the School Council and .are encouraged to
support others within our school .and the wider .community.

Owr school provides .o hardworking, happy, well-disciplined erwironment w.ith
skilled staff, dedicated .governors, high standards and happy children. The site
is extensive oand offers o wealth of opportunities for children to learn hoth in
and out of the classroom. We are proud to have an established forest school
which enhances the children’s learning experiences and helps them appreciate the
world around them.

We are lucky to have the Sure Start (Delce .area) Family Health .and Well Being
Centre in the school grounds that works with, and supports families with
children aged 0-5 wyears. We actively forge .good relationships with owr local
pre-school providers as well os our local junior schools to ensure transition
at key points is as smooth .as possible. The school .lso works in close
partnership with other Medw.ay infant schools.

AUl schools are ~very Adifferent and choosing o school for yowr child is .an
important decision. I hope that you find this brochure helpful. We would he
veryy pleased to welcome you on a wvisik to school, whether you are seeking a
place in owr Reception Class or if you are looking for a place for .an older
child.

Please contact the school office for arny further information you .may need .or
to arrange .o visit.

Yours faithfully

Mrs K Seales
Headteacher
July 2023




OQwr School

We wmelcome children to owr school once they hawve turned 4 iyears old and
they stay with ws until the age of 7 in owr year 2 classes. The Reception
children .are wsually admitted .at the beginning of the Autumn Term (September)
following their fourth birthday, so all our children receive nine full terms of
Achooling.

There are currently three year groups in the infant school - Reception, Year |
and Year 2. Four-year-old children initially join .o Reception class .and then
transfer to a Year | class the following September. They move to a Year 2
class for their final year in owr school. Children transfer to a junior school
made directly by the parent to Medw.ay Council.

We believe that .all children henefit from being happy .and confident when
starting school and we encouwroge parents to hring their children to wvisit the
school wherever possible. They may he irwited to join us for .annual functions,
e g. Sports Day, Swmumer Fairs, etc. An introductory talk for parents with the
Headteacher, .as mwell as sessions where the children spend time in their .new
classrooms imeeting the teacher .and learning support assistant, help hoth
parents and children settle in quickly. Other local pre-schools often wvisit the

school with their children in the uyear prior to them starting .at Crest Lnfant
School. Through such early contacts, the children settle very mell into their
first closs.

Owr school is proud of its caring approach from adults .and children. We all
aim to create an atmosphere of happiness, security .and confidence so that .all
children .are ready to learn .and grow in self-confidence. We are .also proud to
have an established ‘Crest Community Kitchen' which provides free food .and
pre-loved uniform for any of owr families who wish to access it. Ln school,
much time is given to the .acquisition of key concepts .and skills across all
areas of the curriculum, especially English, Mathematics .and Science. We
aspire to alw.oys provide the highest quality of teaching, learning .and pastoral

Lare.

We believe that owr school is special. It is owr .aim at Crest Infant School to
ensure that all owr children find school life .an enjoyable, stimulating .and
successful experience. We wvalue each child .as .an individuol .and recognise
that each .one will only feel fulfilled by reaching his or her full potential.




Owr w~ision is for a happy, safe learning erwironment which enables the whole
community to achieve, enjoy learning .and aspire to he the hest they can he.

We w.ork closely with families .and other partners to deliver o rich, diverse and
fun  cwrricuum  which enables all pupils to engage in their learning, he
independent .and succeed.

Through this we prepare ouwr children for the .next stage in their lives s
caring, confident .and capable .members of society.

Our principles support us in achieving

Or Nision...

Our principles .are for ewveryone. They provide the context from mhich
all children, staff, gowvernors .and parents can work together to .achieve .our

is for Altogether
is for Successful
is for Teamw.ork
is for Aspirational
is for Respectful

We .achieve this through hbuilding character .and resilience .and Crest is a
ploneering infant school in the world of Character Education. At Crest, we
have wodapted the principles .of Character Education so that they .are easily
understood by our young pupils. It is owr opinion that .children are not horn
with or without character and resilience traits.  Rather, they learn how to
develop and use these skills throuwghout their lives.




Our Teaching Staff

Headteacher
Mrs K Seales

Deputy Headteachers
Mrs K Munson
Mrs L Jones

Early Years Foundation Stage Hub Teachers
Mrs L Jones, Mrs M James, Mrs A Bradley, Miss S Ring

Year | Teachers
Mrs K Stutely, Miss R King

Year 2 Teachers
Mr K Butler, Mrs K Munson, Mrs Hyde

Ouwr Suppo.ri: Sbag

SENCo Home School Support Worker
Mrs K Thompson M.iss Lowise Coniam

High Level Teaching Assistant
Mrs C Kemp, Mrs R Hill, Mrs S Webhh

Learning Support Assistants
Mrs J Dalligan, Mrs B Baldock, Mrs T King, Miss K Pearce, Mrs W Barratt
Miss G Redman, Mrs J Gullifer-Wakelin

Office Staff
Miss J Lindfield, Miss K Tripp, Mrs A Lewis

Caretakers Playw.orker
Mr P Lowxell Miss S Percival

Premises Staff
Mrs J Smith, Miss S Percival, Miss S Hocking, Mrs S Pragassa




Ouwr Gowerning Body

Chair of Gowernors
Mr Trevor Croucher

Parent Gowerrnors

Mr M Forhes
V,a,oa,rwg

LA Gowernors

Mr T Gellett
Staff Gowernors

Miss S Ring

Co-Opted Gownernors
Mr T Croucher
Mr T Gellet (Vice Chair)

Mr N Charlw.ood
Mrs C Passmore

Mrs L Thomas

Mrs S Cesana
Viacancy
Viacancy

Clerk to the Gowvernors
Miss C Bailey
Headteacher
Mrs K Seales
Director of People - Children .and Adult Services
Lee-Anne Farach

Medw.ayy Council, Gun Wharf, Chatham
Tel. 01634 306000




Admissions

The Headteacher is pleased to .meet each child with their parents prior to
starting achool.  Parents imay make .an appointment to bhe shown the school, to
see the children at work and meet members .of staff.

What happens when yowr child first starts School?

Children are admitted into one .of our Reception Yeor classes on a short,
part time hasis initially to enable yowr child to settle happily into school
routines. A full day at school can seem a wvery long time to .a four year
old at first.

New entrant children are irwited to introductory sessions before they start
Achool, giving them opportunities to get to know their classroom, teacher
and peer groups. The Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher .also .arranges
a meeting for woll parents .of new children, when school routines .are

A private appointment is .made for each parent .and child to .meet the
class teacher hefore sour child actually starts school.  This is .an
opportunity for them hoth to discuss the welfare .and education of iyour
child.  You will be asked to complete a "Starting School' .questionnaire
during this meeting. Please do not be concerned if yowr child cannot .do
all the things .mentioned .on the questionnaire. The information that iyou
give is wverky helpful to class teachers .and they can adwvise iyou .as to
how to support syour child in settling into school.

What happens during the [irst year at school?
Parents are irwited to a series of cuwrriculum meetings during the first
Mear of your childs schooling.  You will also have the opportunity to
meet the School Nurse, Attendance Adwvisory Practitioner .and School

Gowvernors.

Mowing on?

When yowr child reaches Year 2, you will apply for yowr child to he
transferred to . junior school in the September .after their sewventh
hirthday.  An .online .application should he .completed for the preferred
junior school.

Owr school is a happy, welcoming erwirorument and most children settle in

quickly and easily. Howewver, if your child does excperience initial .onxieties,
please discuss these with the class teacher or imaoke .an appointment with the
Headteacher .and we will do all we can to help.




How Our School Day is Organised

/ Times of Sessions \

School starts at 8.45am - 12.00 noon
l.OO,pm,- 3.l5,p,m,

AUl children may enter their classroom from 8.45 am orw.ards. Parends .are
requested. not to send their children to school hefore 8.45am as it is not
possible to provide supervision hefore this time. Parents .are responsible for the
supervision of their children hefore 8.45.am even when on school premises.

The school week consists of 32.5 howrs.

The Nursery is currently temporarily closed wntil August 2025,

o /

4 Term. Dales N

Autwmn Term | 01.09.2023 - 20.10.2023 (inclusive)
Auwtwmn Term 2 31.10.2023 - 21.12.2023 !

Spring Term 3 03.01.2024 - 09.02.2024
Spring Term 4 19.02.2024 - 28.03.2024

Sumumer Term 5 15.04.2024 - 24.05.2024
Summer Term 6 03.06.2024 - 19.07.2024

Staff Dewelopment Days 01.09.23, 31.10.23, O0I.11.23,
02.11.23, 03.11.23

Qam,nbs will alw.ouys he notified, in adv.ance, of ary Staff Development D,cu?ys./

4 Leaving .and Collecting Children A

When leaving .or collecting yowur child, please wse the main Crest Road entrance
for all wyear groups. Thzwpwkznﬂmm}oxﬁtagwxsﬂwméwx
edestria If you hring your child
J;o;s,c}w,oi,b,g,ca,r,pmwkwdimagﬁomwmnimmmﬂwth
have o safer erwirornment for our families to walk the last part into school.
KT,h»z school actively encouroges children to walk to school wherever possible. /




School Uniform

Children .are expected to wear school uniform which is .awvailable ~via School
Time, 87-89 High Street, Chatham .or owr Uniform Supplier (E/LOU.LdLrLg ties),
online with My Clothing wsing the following link: wwmeaMmm

Winter uniform

White shirt |/ hlouse (not polo shirts)

Nawvy school logo w-neck sweatshirt | cardigan, or plain navy w~-neck
sweatshirt [ cardigan

Grey trousers / grey Akirt / pinafore dress

School ties (not compulsory for chzp,tton)

Sensible hlack shoes

Summer uniform

Grey shorts | culottes

White shirt | hlouwse

N.awvy blue check .dress

The wearing wof jeans, sportswear, trainers .or open toe sandals (;o,r
safety reasons) is not permitted.

The children are NOT allowed to hbring large hackpack bhags on to the
school premises .os storage space is limited.

All long hair should be tied hack with sensible hair fixings e.q. no large
bows. We also do not allow extreme haircuts e.qg. tram lines.

The children must .arrive at school wearing PE uniform .on their day .of
PE. Earrings must bhe removed for PE .day.

Please note this is part of our school uniform, therefore no alternatives
are to he worn (e.g foothall kits | leggings)

PE School uniform

N.avy hblue shorts

White t-shirt (prw'L or with Crest ,Lo,g,o)

Plain nowvy tracksuit (unhranded .and no hoodies)

Black plimsolls (preferably mith Velcro) .or hlack trainers

Your child will also take part in Forest School. Owr school prowvides a puddle
suit for each child to wear onver their school wuniform, the only wuniform they
wWill need is o pair of sturdy trainers or wellington hoots (l,abzu,e,d.,plmsz) .and

**Please ensure all items of clothing .are marked with your childs name.**

Items awvailable to purchase from Parentmail vica the school office are:
Elastic Ties : £2.50
Water Bottle : £2.00 each (szl,a.cznmmp/swz &1 for 2 lids)




Lunch Arrangements

School Meals

Children eat their school meals in .our school hall where we operate tw.o
sittings.  Children are supervised .and encouraged to eat their meals. Children
may order a cooked school meal or a cold, school packed lunch. The meals
are cooked and prepared onsite in owr own school kitchen .at no cost to the
parent/carer under the Universal Lnfant Free School Meal Programme.

Some children prefer to hbring their own packed lunch to school instead of
having o prepared meal. These children also eat their meal in .our school hall.
In the interest of safety, please do .not send in hot drinks .or hreckable
containers. We encourage .oll owr children to eat healthily so we do ot .allow
chocolate, fizzy drinks .or nuts to be in the packed lunch.

If you think your child maoy hove been entitled to free school meals under the
old scheme, please collect an application form from the office to help raise
Pupil Premium .money for the school. This money the school can henefit from
and wse to fund new equipment .or imaybe more teaching staff. All information
regarding free school meals is .confidential.

b2, o8

Snacks for Morning Break

Crest Lnfant School is committed to dewveloping children's aw.areness of healthy
eating and we have achieved the Healthy Schools Standard. We prowvide free
fruit and vegetables for the children to eat at hreak time each day.

Children should hring a water hottle into school daily which should he filled
with water (not flavouwred water) at home. Children .are able to drink from
their water hottles throuwghout the doy and can refil them from a filtered w.ater
.machine as required.

Due to .allergies in school we operate a nut free zone which means that we do
not allow any type of ruts to bhe included in the packed lunches sent .into
achool, this includes such items .as peanut hutter.




Pastoral Care
Absences

Please contact ws by 9.30.am on the first day of yowr childs absence to let ws
know  that your child is wrwell.  This can be done wvia Parentmail or by .a
phone call or email, .as these must now he recorded .on the childs .annuwal
report.  For any dental or doctor appointments please send .a written request,
with evidence of appointment, the day hefore, os these dates .are often at ~odd
times of the day and yowr child will not then bhe counted as .absent. Children
must also he collected from school for appointments during the school day.
No «child is .allowed to leave the premises on hislher omwn.

Family Holidays.

The Department for Education (DaCE) has amended the regulations .gowerning
requests for holidays in term time. With effect from | September 2013,
amendments to the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006,
make it clear that Headteachers MAY NOT grant .any holidays .or .other
ahsences during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.

The requests relating to exceptional circumstances .are extremely rore.
Headteachers .must determine mwhat .are exceptional circumstances .and the
number of school days .a child can he away from school if leave is granted.
The Attendance Adwvisory Practioner checks the registers regularly.

Also, from September 2013, the DfE has .amended the Education (Pz,rw,l,tg
Notices) (England) Regulations 2007, so that each parent/carer who receives o
Penalty Notice for taking their child out of school .during term time will have to
pay £60 within 2| days or &£120 within 28 days.

Truancy

We are statutorily required to prowvide parents with information about the total
of unauthorised absences each year. For the year 2022/23 (as of 5% June
2023) the totals were as follows:-

The percentage of authorised .ohsence was 6.3%

The percentage of unauthorised .obsence waos 1.9%




IUness in School

Although we do the hest we can, there is no comfortahle, quiet ploce for sick
children to rest in school. Parents are contacted by telephone if a child is too
poorly to continue studying .and he/she will he cared for whilst aw.aiting
collection.

If yowr child has mild symptoms, please send them into school as we will
alw.ouys contact you if we feel your child would he better .at home with you.

Emergency Telephone Contact

Three different, reliahle, emergency telephone contact nuwmhber(s) must he prowvided
for each child, in case your child feels wrwell during the day. Also hospitals
are often wwilling to .administer treatment if the parent is not present .or
cannot he contacted.

Please wpdate information regarding home, mwork .and emergency telephone
contact numbers at the earliest opportunity.

Medicines .in School

We .are wnable to .administer medicines in school unless a care plan has heen
agreed with the SENCo for treatment such .as Diabetes etc.

If your child is asthmatic or on other long-term .medication, please seek the
odvice of the SENCo. Please see our ‘Medicines in School Policy for further
inéco,r,m,a,ti,on.

Personal Property

Unless children have heen asked by their teacher to hbring particular items into

Achool, toys, etc. imust be kept at home. We .do .our best to ensure that all
items that .are handed in .are returned to the .owner.

All personal property, uniform, shoes and coats must he marked with .owners
name. The school cannot he held responsible for loss .or damage although
every effort will be made to find lost property.




Jewellery

The wearing of all forms of jewellery, such as rings, brocelets .and necklaces
is not permitted. Children with pierced ears may wear a small, short stud.

For reasons .of safety, it is essentiol that no jewellery whatsoever is w.orn
during PE sessions .or Forest School .and must be removed .on these days
hefore school.

We cannot be responsible for the safekeeping of jewellery bhrought into school
with or without the knowledge of parents.

Medicals

New Reception pupils will have o health .assessment shortly after entry. A re-
examination will olso be carried out if it is considered .advisable in the light
of o childs previouws medical history or at the request of a parent or
Headteacher. Parents are advised that health .assessments re to he carried
OuLL.

R.outine Checks

The school nuwrse conducts wvision .and hzaun,g tests for all children ,d.u.umg
their time at this school. Parents .are J.naw,rm.e,d, if any dz;ad: is disconvered.

Routine checks for head infestation (headlice) .are no longer carried .out.

Advice and treatment may he .obtained from syour own doctor or local Health
Centre. We do .ask parents to check their childs head regularly .and to .continue
checking for at least a fortnight, if headlice are detected. Please contact .our
Home School Support Worker for further information.

Ad)

i

Dental Lnspections

Parents .are advised to make private arrangements for the regular inspection of
their child's teeth.




Security

As a result of new regulations regarding security in school, all parents must
report to the office hefore entering the huildings .at any time .during the school
day. (Assemblies and open days .are exempted). A Health & Safety Policy
has heen established.

All classroom doors are secured and oll staff wear identity hadges. Visitors
must sign in .and wear a visitor's hadge hefore going into school. If you are
not wearing o hadge you will be challenged by .a .member of staff.

Eduwcational Visits

Viariouws educational wvisits are arranged during the school year in connection
with projects, topics and festivals. The 1988 Education Act does not allow
Achools to charge for school visits. Lnstead, we must ask you to support us
by .making a wvoluntary payment. Without wyour .contribution, it may be
necessary ko cancel wisits, although no individual child w.ould he excluded
solely on the inahility of parents to pay. Please contact the Headteacher if iyou
do hawve problems in funding a school wvisit.

School Fund

The school fund exists to prowvide additional amenities that are not provided by
Medw.ay Council. Parents .are .asked to support the fund by .donating a
subscription of £5.00 per year per child. A Parentmail message .and payment
link will be sent out when this is due




Behawviouwr and Discipline

Crest Lnfant School has strong family values where we encourage all adults
and children to hove .consideration and respect for .others. We respect each
child in school and expect the children to consider .and respect .others .and to
be polite and .courteous.

We encourage children to develop o caring relationship with one .another by
fostering .an atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding. We follow this
up by living owr character education through owr characters of Addison
Alpaca (Altogether) Sammy Seal (Swccessful), Temi Turtle (Teamw.ork), Adam
Ant (Aspiration) .and Rocky Racoon (Respect). Children refer to these
characters as ouwr way of endorsing ouwr school ethos of heing a ‘A STAR’
learner

We follow five golden rules which .apply bhoth in the classroom and .on the
pLaW,ode,. Children are zn,cow,a,gzd to adhere to these rules .in order to
promote ,g,o,o,d, bhehaviowr .and .care for their school community.

Do be gentle Do be kind and helpful

Do not hurt anyone Do not hurt people’s feelings

2

Golden Rules

Do listen to people
Do be honest
Do not interrupt
Do not cover up the truth

Do work hard

Do not waste your or other people’s time

We .also have a few school rules that need yowr active support as follows:
e Children must .arrive at school punctually.

e Children .are expected to bhehave .and be sensible in school.




Children imust treat the schools and other peoples property MWith
respect and leave valwable or "precious’ ohbjects at home.

N.o toys allowed in school.

Children .are not allowed to Jli,ght,o,r "hit hack". Thzg must learn to
walk owaony from trouble and refer the incident to the teacher.

N.o money is allowed in school as we are now cashless.

Children .are expected to .act thoughtfully .and to be considerate of
the needs of others.

If problems do .occur in a childs behowviowr or work, we encourage discussion
hetween teachers, Headteacher .and parents in order to resolve them.

Parental Help in School

There are many areas of life in school where parental help is welcome on .a
regular bhasis.  You imoy mwish to become more irwolved in the w.ork of the

Achool and this is possible in a wvariety of w.ous:-
(a) using some special talent in the school

(b)  providing extra reading practice .opportunities
(c)  helping at school functions .and social activities
(d) assisting in the classroom.

Please contact the achool office in the first instance should you he interested in

mewp;ﬂngoﬂwmm;mmmmm We do
rvalue parents contributions to the work in school and .are most grateful for all

offers of help.




Cauwrriculum

At Crest Infant School we helieve that we are educating the whole child and
providing that child with skills, knowledge .and .attitudes for life. It is
essential that children are highly motivated, inderested .and hove a sense of
their own ochievements. Both teachers and parents hove a role to play in
maintaining positive attitudes to learning .and thereby enhancing the childs self
esteem.

Reception children follow the Early Years Foundation Stoge Curriculum, mwhich
prepares them for the National Cuwrriculum. We helieve that we .are developing
the whole child .and, in the Reception .classes, .children receive opportunities to
develop independence, social skills and .o sense of responsibility, as well os the
more formal areas of writing, reading, etc.

Key Stage | .applies to children of «o ry Achool age, ie. aged five to
BRNRI MeOUA. The National Curriculum is only part of the schools hroader
curriculwm.  There .are four core subjects: English, Mathematics, Science .and
Computing and six foundation subjects: History, Geography, PE, Art, Music
and Design & Technology. Children .lso study Religious Education .and
Personal, Social, Health E.ducation.

Thz@dmoiplumﬁhzuuxia@mw%awxaudﬂdxmmdwzmuzw
there is continuity hetween the cuwrriculum provided for the children in the
Reception classes .and those children who are heing taught in Years | and 2.

At Crest Lnfant School, Speaking .and Listening, Reading .and Writing is an
enjosyable  enperience. We want all of .wowr children to hecome .able
comumunicators, fluent readers and wiriters.

Fundamental to .all the aspects of your childs dewvelopment is the fostering .of
the spoken language. Poetry, stories, plays and songs all help to support this
development.  Lnterested parents maintain .a high level of "input' .and ensure
that their child joins the library, starts .o hook collection .and .can express
themselves well in corwersation, as well as developing the ahility to listen
attentively to others.




We .aim to help each child develop the habit of reading with satisfoction and
pleasure.  Youwr child will bring home a hook as soon as he/she starts school
and syou will be asked to .make this hook sharing experience a happy and
enjoyable one.

Children are .able to choose hooks from a wide range available in each class
ubxwxé as well as fza,d.m,g J;hr,ou,gh structured schemes .and story and .non
fiction hooks.

Children learn to mwurite by writing. They .are encouraged to "hove a go" and
write for themselves .as well s copying from a teacher. All children .are
taught phonics .and knowing their sounds helps them to w.ork out words for
themselves when reading or writing.

Children .are taught o legible style of handwriting and a .good .attempt .at
spelling and neat, careful work is encouwraged.  Children .are encouraged to
wirite for o number of purposes and for different audiences. Some examples
include the writing of lists, letters, cards, poems, reports, stories, diaries,
jokes, prayers and messages, as well .as many others.

We provide .o literacy rich erwironment for all Year | .and 2 children. Specific
reading and writing skills .are taught daily. Children will have .opportunities to
read with the class, to take part in guided reading sessions to learn .ahout
grammar ond punctuation, as well .as phonics .and handwriting.  Part of a
typical English Lesson will be spent teaching the whole class but children will
MWOIR i groups for a proportion of it.  Adult support will he wvital during the
English Lesson .and parents are irwited to help in the class during this time.
Some of the work will be linked to the termly topic.

Reception aged children hove daily phonics and reading lessons.

M.athematics

3+3=6

Ouwr .aim .in Mathematics is to provide o progressive structure in which iour
child can develop hasic mathematical concepts. Today there is .o need for
Wm@ugmpmmmwnmmmmmommm

priority is given to the wnderstanding of numhber skills, eg. the four rules of
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division .os well as place value.  Your




child will also have wide experience of all aspects of measurement, shape and

A daily maths lesson takes ploce in every Year | and 2 class. Reception aged
children learn maths in a more practical way .ond are introduced to the maths
session graduwally throughout the year.

The school wants children to enjoy mathematics. We encourage this .attitude
through practical  experiences, play .activities .and structured .apparatus.
Children .also enjoy daily .mental maths sessions .and are taught to apply their
mathematical knowledge to ewvery day situwations. We hold an .annual Maths
Day mwhere children .and their parents participate in many enjoyahble and ~varied

The children experience science ,t}wou,gh. ,ob/szr/vjng the world around them .and
Hu,ough topic w.ork. A wide range of suppork materials is ownvailable. The
children are supported in their irwestigations by their svocabulary .and maths
skills.

Owaimi&iomwagzrhddxm&sna&ualwwﬁugwwngafdmthw

We make ouwr scientific activities very practical. The children .are encouraged to
MWM ask  gquestions, ,commzn,tu,p,on,thwmztho,d/smmpl,am

findings.

The children carry out simple experiments that irwolve hypothesising,
questioning, testing, careful obhservation and recording. These .activities .are the
hasis upon which later science w.ork can be bhuilt.

Design & Technology

Owr technological activities .are w~very closely related to .owr .art and science
activities. and uwsually arise out of topic work.  We approach this in o wvery
proctical manner by giving the children a problem to work out and solve. This
actuwally doing .or making something to solve the problem in their owin w.ay.




These .activities are most enriching as they provide the .child with .opportunities
for working with a wide range of .materials which enables them to .acquire .a
wide ~variety of practical skills.

Geography

We try to extend .and dewelop the childrens awareness of the erwironment by
themselves. Keeping .and caring for pets, growing plants, ohserving the
weather and carrying out simple experiments are oll wsed to train the child in
careful observation and recording.

Children are provided with first hand experiences of their local erwirorment
and are given opportunities to extend this knowledge to .more distant ploces,
wsuwally through topic w.ork.

History

Children are given opportunities to study the history .of their .own families .and
communities through .asking gquestions, developing pictorial time charts and
telling stories in sequence.  Children .are encourcged to compare past and
present. A lot of this work takes place through topic w.ork.

Art

In Art, the children wuse a wide ~variety of materials and equipment. They .are
taught the .appropriate skills and are encouraged to appreciate their own .and
other peoples creativity. Parents with particular .aptitudes for .art do come into
the school to help. Please offer to do so syourself and your help will alw.ays
be most appreciated.

Musi
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Singing, listening, mowing to music and playing percussion instruments .are .all
part of the weekly programme. These .activities dewelop the memory .and the
ahility to listen - skills that are voluable in other areas of the .curriculum.

Crest Infant School specialises in teaching .music through singing.




Physical Education

Physical Education is an important and fundamental .aspect .of .o childs
development. AUl children take part in PE lessons unless there is .a medical

TR2AS0M. We have .an excellent hall .and .ouwtdoor .area .and .are ,oontc.rw,aLLg
adding to .owr collection of .apparatus.

The school progromme includes the ;taa,c}u.ng of skills with .or without small

apparatus, the use of large climhing and jumping equipment and .activities, in
preparation for games at .o later stage. Dance is walso .o subject that is
popular with many children; it .develops their .co-ordination and self-confidence.
We also use .a local sports coaching company, MFSE, to train owr staff as

The safety aspect of such work is strongly emphasised. Long hair must he
tied hack and no earrings .may be worn for .any PE lesson.

We hove a Sports Day .once .o year, with emphasis on enjoyment as well as
some competition.
Computing

Computing takes place throughout the school and all children have access
daily to a computer and lpads. It is .a cross-curricular subject .and children
may use it to support their work in English and Mathematics, etc. Howewer,
computing is also taught .as a distinct subject s0 that the children can acquire
the necessary skills .and expertise needed to .complete .cross-curricular w.ork.
They .also learn simple programming by wsing programmable toys. The
computers are linked to the Lnternet and children develop simple research skills
through carefully supervised Lnternet .access. They .also have .opportunities to
take digital images and film, and create PowerPoint presentations.

Religious & M.aoral Education

We aim to .make children .ow.are of the world around them .and to the infinite
variety of life. We encourage children to be tolerant and understanding .and to
develop a sense of heing a member of a larger family, where .acting with love
and consideration is praised. We .aim to build .a childs own self-esteem.

A daily assembly is held in which we try to huld elements of .owe, silence
and worship.  Bible stories are sometimes told, as well as stories from other
religions and faiths. The .main festivities of the Christion calendar .are
celebrated ot Christmas .and Easter. We also learn about Judaism .and Lslam.

According to the Education Acts, parents have the right to have their children
excluded from attendance .at religious worship and instruction in the school in
order to receive religious instruction elsewhere. Please .adwvise the Headteacher
if you wish to wse this right.
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Personal, Social and Health Education .and Citizenship

This is part of everyday life and is incorporated into some topic w.ork, PE .and
Charocter Education .os well as heing a discreet lesson. lssues may hbe dealt
with as appropricte occasions arise, eg. washing hands, healthy foods or new
baby; other issues, such .as making friends .or dealing with problems .are
approached through structured discussions and role ploy.

Because of the age of owr children the Sex .and Relationships Education is
consuwmed with PSHE .and Character Education .and is w~very .much .about
relationships .and respect. Childrens .questions are answered honestly .and at

Special Educational Needs

Crest Infant School staff work continuously to ensuwre that all children who

e special education needs (SEN) .are fully included .in all aspects of school
life. The schools SEN policy, which has heen revised to incorporate the DFE
SEN Code of Practice, has bheen successfully implemented.

Mrs Thompson, SENCo, maintains an overview .of the progress of all children
with additional educational needs. The class teachers .maintain responsibility
for planning and implementing support to these children w.orking alongside our
team of highly skilled LSA’s (Learning Support Assistants). As .a school, we
also hove access to a wide range of serwvices provided by external .agencies
such as Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Play Therapy,
Emotional Literacy Support Assistants .and Educational Psychology.

It is most important for these pupils that home .and school w.ork together .and
as such, the school works closely with parents to ensure owur children receive
the bhest possible support in their education. If you feel yowr child is likely to
require additional support, be it medical, emotional, hehawviouwral .or educational,
please contact the Class Teacher in the f[irst instance .and they can refer the
case on for additional support.




Assessment

Assessment is o continuous process that teachers plan for in all their w.ork.
[t tokes wvarious forms, from informal notes, planned termly .assessments and
the wse of some standardised tests.

A portfolic is compiled for each class that includes .on-going teacher records
and assessments. These records are passed to ,thz,dul,d,'/sg,wuo,r Achool with .a
mwgo{ﬂwlwvzl&xza&hzdm,thzm,oaf Kzg Sta,g,e, | Assessments.

An .annual written report on iyour ,ch,u,d'/s,pr,o,gm/szsi/s/sznt,to ,g,ouzadxwmnzr
term.
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Exctra Curricular Activitics

Enctra Curricular Activities occur throughout the year .and all children hove the
opportunity to take part in Book Week, Arts Week, Christmas celebrations,
Science Days, Round the World Week, Healthy Week, etc.

We run several clubs in school such as:

Foothall Club for Reception, Year | .and Year 2 children.

We .also run the following clubs .at lunchtime:

Craft, Maths, Computing, Recorder, Lego, Eco, Puzzle Clubs .as well os occess
to ouwr quiet zone where children can rest, listen to relaxing music or read
hooks.




Other Lmportant Lnformation

Home School Support

We have .o Home School Support Worker, Low Coniam, who .can support
families with parenting, hehaviour strategies, .child sleep problems, healthy
eating, henefits, housing .and lots more. Please enquire at the School Office for
further information.

Liaison with local Junior Schools

We try to ensure transition from our school to the Key Stage 2 (Junior) school
gour child will transfer to, is as smooth .as possible. We have troansition
programmes in place so0 that yowr child has the .opportunity to spend time in
their new classes .and meet their new teachers hefore they start at the school.

Equal Opportunities.

The school is committed to the general principle of equal .opportunities for .all
pupils and adults, regardless of disability, .ability, race or gender. Pupils of
hoth sexes have equal access to the whole .curriculum and we encouroge every
child to .achieve his or her maximum potential.

Arrangements for Disabled Pupils

A few children at Crest Lnfant School have disahilities .and need .additional
resources.  The school is committed to prowviding .an erwironment which .allows
these children full .occess to all areas of learning. Parents .of disabled children
are asked to inform the SENCo of the disability as soon as they are offered a
place at the school. The SENCo will .arrange a .meeting at .a mutually
corwenient time to discuss the ways in which the

such difficulties will he .onvercome.




The SENCo MMMWWMIWWAJMWWMM
building, IZGIIMLQULQ classroom glwm,tu,rz and/or employing support staff.
These may toke time to put into place and may require advice and .ossistance

from specialist agencies, so parents are urged to see the SENCo .as soon as
possible 5o that everything can he ready for the childs first day at school.

The schools .occommodation has heen greatly improved recently .and there is
occess to all parts of the building ~via ramps and a lift.

Safeguarding Statement
Crest Lnfant School is committed to safequarding .and promoting the welfare of
children and iyoung people .and expects all staff .and ~volunteers to share this
commitment. We .are fully committed to ensuring that consistent effective
safeguarding procedures are in place to support families, children and staff .at
school. AUl concerns are passed through the memhbers of staff who are trained
as "Designated Safeguarding Leads' in school in complionce with the "sharing
of information' guidance.

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Kerry Seales, Headteacher. She s

supported by Deputy Designated Safeguarding lLeads, Mrs Munson, Mrs Jones
and Miss Corniam.

If you hove .any serious concerns about your child or any other pupil at Crest

IWdeoisza&z,domih@smm,to,conta,ct,thz Dzzsx,gna,l:e,d, Su;agxwd,m,g
Lead mwho ,kfww/swho,to,contaotécof,thzbzsiadwm,and}wlp,andm

encperienced in wsing the appropriate degree of .confidentiality.

For the best interests of all .our children we wuse the following safeguarding

MASUSLA:

Cause for Concern

Teachers .are .asked to report any couses for «concern to the School
Safequarding Team wusing .o computerised safeguarding system. Any .concerns
will he shared with parents as early os possible s more often than not there
are extremely reasonable explanations for the concern. Concerns may range
from children heing w~isibly upset to persistent lateness to children ‘disclosing

Loncerna.

Attendance

All lateness and absences are recorded by the Attendance Administrator .and
monitored by the Home School Support Worker. Reasons will be sought for all
ahsence or lateness. Attendance is .monitored through these systems .and
referrals to the Safequarding Team can be made. Parents will .alw.ays be
informed of concerns around attendance at the earliest point. If .attendance




concerns continue the school mwill refer to the Attendance A,dw/s,o,r,g Practitioner
(AAP).

E-Safety

We support owr students’ wuse of the nternet .and seek to underpin their
knowledge of safe wse .and protection. We provide owr students with .an
owareness of how to stay safe online bhoth in the school erwironment. Regular
parent workshops are planned to support families.

Useful Links

Parents may also find it wseful to look at these sources .of information related
to E-Safety

H.omew.ork

We believe that homew.ork plays o wital role not .only in the adv.ancement .of
pupils’ knowledge .and skills but also in reinforcing the partnership hetween
school and home. We value the .opportunity for children to share their learning
excperiences with their parents and similarly for parents to support their childs

Homew.ork can take the form .of reading, revising phonics learned in .closs,
playing maths games and learning spellings.  In Year | .and 2, we hove a ‘PIP
system, (Parents in Partnership). At the hbeginning of each term, each child is
given a grid of suggested .activities .across the cuwrriculum related to their
termly topic. At the end .of each term, we hold .a ‘pip’ .open .afterncon session
where parents can join us to share the hard w.ork!

Teachers do positively encourage the pupils to complete their homew.ork
regularly .and monitor their .ochievements.

Crest Infants Extended Services

Crest Infant School offers an onsite Active Breakfast Club .and After School
Club wsing the external prowvider MFSE. MFSE also offer a drop ,og/,c,olie,cti,on
service for children attending Delce Academy. MFSE .also wse the school site to
host sachool holiday sports clubs for working parents or children who .are keen
to toke part in fun sporting .octivities Please look .t owr mwebsite under
Wraparound Care for further information.



http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.ceop.gov.uk/

Gowvernors

The affairs of the school are administered by the Gowverning Body. The full
Gowverning Body wsually meets four times a year. At other times committees
meet to consider administrative, financial and curriculum issues. Gowvernors
are appointed from various sections of the community plus parent governors.
Parents / quardians interested in joining the Gowerning Body should speak to
either the Headteacher .or a Gowernor. You will he warmly received!

Raising Concerns .and Resolving Complaints

From time to time, parents .and others connected with the school will hecome
aware of matters which cause them concern. To encourage resolution of such
sitwations, the Gowerning Body has .adopted a “General Complaints Procedure”.

The procedure is devised with the intention that it will:

U/s,LLaJ,Lg be possible to resolve probhlems by informal means
Be simple to wse .and understand
Be .non-adversarial
Prowvide .confidentiality
Allow problems to he handled swiftly
Address all the points at issue
Lnform future proctice so that the problem is unlikely to recur.

Full details of the ,pr,o,czd,wz may be ohtained from the School OW or from
the Clerk to the Gowerning Body.

Do.cumentation in School

Parents are welcome to see .any docwments in school. Curriculwm  and
management policy documents .are .owailable, together with .minutes from
Gownerning Body .meetings. Please .ask the Headteacher should you mwish to see
the information.

Data Protection Act

Schools, Local Education Authorities (LEA) and the Department for Children,
Schools and Families (DCSF) .all hold information .on pupils in order to run the
education system and, in doing so, have to follow the Data Protection Act
199 8. This information includes contact details, National Curriculum
assessment results, attendance information, ethnic group, special education
needs and .any relevant medical information.




From time to time we are required to pass on some .of this data to the LA, to
another school to mwhich the pupil is transferring, to the DFE .and to the
Quadifications .and Curriculum Authority. These .agencies may use some .of this
information to carry out specific functions for which they .are responsible.

You mwill receive a data collection sheet, showing the relevant information held
on our computers each year of yowr childs education which we will ask iyou
to check, sign .and return to school.

If you wish to access the personal data held .ahout yowr child hefore this
time, please contact the school, in writing, .and the information will be
formarded to iyou.

Conclusions

It is important to rememhber that you, as parents, contribute tow.ards your
childs education through .dewveloping a good relationship between yowurself and
spour childs school.

Throughout the time your child spends at Crest Infant School, he/she will he
supported in reaching his or her full potential in .all areas of the curriculum.
Your child will be encouraged to .acquire the attitudes .and hasic skills that will

support his/her education in future years. Lefs m.ork together to support owr
children.

This hooklet relates to the school year 2023/24. The details are correct at the
time of publication.
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